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Who we are
Waterloo Global Science Initiative 
(WGSI) has been catalyzing collective 

we host bring people with diverse 
viewpoints together, prompting multi-
disciplinary, inclusive collaboration 
to address sustainable development 
challenges. By combining the results 
of these cross-cutting conversations 
with the science and technology of 
today, our network takes answers from 
paper to the real world, addressing 
the United Nations’ (UN) Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) in sectors 
such as energy, education and beyond. 
WGSI proudly takes a generational 
outlook to problem solving.

WGSI sits at the intersection of two 
global thought leaders: the University 
of Waterloo and Perimeter Institute for 

through a partnership between the two 
institutions, and while WGSI operates 
independently, they remain key 
collaborators in our mission.

What we do
WGSI creates the conditions for 
collective global action through four 
main activities: convening Summits, 
publishing Blueprints, supporting 
partnerships and facilitating  
public discourse.

WGSI’s cornerstone conversations 
are our Summits, hosted in Waterloo, 
Ontario, Canada every two years. 
Our Summits are not traditional 
conferences. For each Summit we  
bring together contributors that 
include the world’s sharpest leaders, 
ideators and emerging minds to tackle 
a particular challenge. Of this group 
of approximately 40 people, half the 
room is under the age of 30. We believe 
in the importance of creating a level 

create, we elevate the expertise, lived 
experiences and ideas of an unlikely 
group of collaborators. We facilitate 
open discourse that sparks real 
progress, and have the freedom to forge 
a unique mandate that adapts to our 
ever-changing world.

Our Blueprints support the 
recommendations made at each 
Summit by collating relevant research 
and case studies and by providing 
a clear roadmap to implementation. 
We also produce pre-Summit Briefs 
intended to set the stage for the Summit 
conversation and Communiqués which 
are released at each Summit closing to 
summarize the vision of the contributors.

WGSI generates impact by entering  
into and facilitating strategic 
partnerships which result in projects that 
align with Blueprint recommendations. 
Our collaborations weave lasting 
networks that touch every level, from 
individuals to our local community  
to global media partnerships.

impactful when fused with the potential 
of science and technology. We create a 
bridge between academia and real-world, 

ways to take meaningful action, bringing 
a sustainable future closer for people 
worldwide, from northern Ontario to  
sub-Saharan Africa.

WATERLOO GLOBAL SCIENCE INITIATIVE
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Background
In 2015, the 193 Member States of the UN adopted the SDGs. 

prosperity for all by 2030. While the precursor to the SDGs, 
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), focused on 
improving lives and livelihoods in developing states, the SDGs 
are intended for everyone, everywhere – including Canada.1

Collaboration, cooperation and innovation have been 
highlighted as priorities for the next 15 years, with an 
emphasis on partnership as an integral driver.

While the SDGs are a powerful call to action on the 

and tackling climate change, critics have simultaneously 
claimed that the goals are not ambitious enough and are  
too sprawling. With 169 targets grouped into 17 goals, the 
SDGs are a massive expansion of the MDGs and signatory 
states are in danger of wildly missing their mark without 
strategic planning.

2 Office of the Auditor General of Canada, 2018. The Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development releases Spring Reports. 
Retrieved from: http://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/mr_20180424_e_43008.html

The Canadian context
In Canada, while an enormous amount of research has been 
carried out across the SDGs, there remain many questions and 
uncertainties about how best to tackle them. A coherent and 
widely shared national narrative, calls to action and line of 
sight on clear pathways for collaboration are essential to help 
catalyze the most impactful and coordinated actions to ensure 

Accelerating solutions that service the SDGs will require 
unprecedented cross-sectoral collaboration and innovative 
approaches to a host of issues by an array of state and  
non-state actors. Critical issues include, but are not limited  

business models.

Canada is a self-styled global leader in climate change action, 
Indigenous reconciliation, sustainable development, human 
rights, social justice, racial tolerance, and freedom of speech 
and assembly. A prosperous country with enviable economic 
and social stability, it is as well positioned as any nation in 
the world to approach the SDGs in a proactive fashion. At 
home, implementation of the goals can transform multiple 
aspects of Canadian society. Abroad, Canada can – through 
its own examples – help foster the international collaborations 

channels at the global scale.

OVERVIEW 

Canada is currently having a moment in the international 
spotlight, lauded for its relative openness, dynamism and 
optimism amid a sea of growing uncertainty. At the same 
time, by committing to the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) in September 2015, Canada acknowledged the 
hard truth that we are not currently truly on a path of 
sustainable development either abroad or within our shores.

A comprehensive benchmarking effort last fall found Canada 
on track to meet none of the first  16 SDGs in their entirety. 
Critically, the country was falling behind on a range of 
indicators where it has reached near-universality. Whether it 
be a lack of access to clean water or food insecurity, Canada 
has placed a disproportionate amount of this burden on 
Indigenous and other marginalized communities. 

As a signatory to the Agenda 2030, leadership from the 
Federal government is an essential part of a pan-Canadian 
SDG strategy. Yet, nearly three years after committing to the 
SDGs, Canada has failed to develop a “whole of government” 
approach. “Without a clear leader, an implementation plan, 
and accurate and ongoing measurement and monitoring of 
results,” stated Julie Gelfand, Commissioner of the Environ-
ment and Sustainable Development for the Office of the 
Auditor General, on April 24, 2018, “Canada will not be able 
to fulfill the commitments it made to its citizens, and to the 
United Nations.” 

A more focused approach at the government level is sorely 
needed, but successfully addressing systemic issues can only 
be achieved through a society-wide transformation designed 
and led by communities across the country. 

There is a great deal of momentum that has been building 
throughout Canadian society to take on the SDGs. This rare 
opportunity allows us to take stock of what systemic barriers 
have inhibited progress in the past, and to enact much-need-
ed reforms, including those recent and current efforts 
towards reconciliation.

It was in this spirit that Waterloo Global Science Initiative 
(WGSI) convened the Generation SDG Summit from April 
22-25, 2018, to discuss how to set communities on a robust 
and holistic sustainable path rather than dictate what success 
looks like. Members from civil society, academia and the 
private sector were invited to share their thoughts, including 
a strong contingent of youth leaders.

Contributors took a step back from implementation to first 
identify a series of guiding frameworks – basic structures of 
systems, processes or strategies – that can be put into place as 
we make the SDGs more local and strategize in different 
contexts. This vision of a community-led transformation is 
not the easiest path, but we believe it to be both the most 
durable and equitable. Local communities, after all, are the 
most qualified to speak to the needs and solutions within 
their contexts.

This approach involves difficult conversations, an open mind 
and the belief that respect for both local and traditional 
knowledge is paramount in a land as diverse as Canada. More 
than anything, it is an incredibly ambitious and optimistic 
view of the future that we wish to build. We hope that you’ll 
join us at the table.

1 McArthur, J.W & Rasmussen, K. (2017). Who and what gets left behind? Assessing Canada’s domestic status on the Sustainable Development Goals. Brookings Institution. 
Retrieved from: https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/working-paper_assessing-canadas-domestic-status- on-the-sdgs1.pdf 

1

2
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The following policy recommendations, generated by contributors to the Generation SDG Summit,
aim to guide senior levels of government in creating the right enabling environment for 
communities to lead on the SDGs:

3  University of Alberta Centre for Sustainable Rural Communities. (n.d.). Canadian Sustainability Plan Inventory. Retrieved from: https://wagner.augustana.ualberta.ca/cspi/

through multi-sectoral collaborations, determine what 

at the global frontier and help provide parameters and scope 
for WGSI’s April 2018 Generation SDG Summit. 

With the help of a skilled facilitator, workshop participants 
were encouraged to freely express their opinions and 
make recommendations concerning Canada’s approach 

generational outlook) encouraged new ideas regarding 
research, collaboration and partnership frameworks, as well 
as the policy and funding ecosystem needed to realize the 
opportunities that may arise.

Relevant research
Several key reports were considered by the workshop 

stands more than two years after signing onto the SDGs as 
well as consideration of what policies and initiatives can help 
to accelerate this undertaking:

Who and What Gets Left Behind? Assessing Canada’s 
domestic status on the Sustainable Development Goals2

and Krista Rasmussen of the Brookings Institution, stands as 

targets measuring a total of 73 indicators. Each of these 

indicators were tied to hitting sub-targets within each  

Progress on each indicator was projected out until 2030,  
and then placed in one of four categories: moving backwards, 
breakthrough needed (less than 50 per cent towards goal by 
2030), acceleration needed (over 50 per cent but less than  
100 per cent towards goal by 2030) and on track.

 
18 indicators, needing a breakthrough for 26, requiring 

have demonstrated Canada’s relatively impressive standing 
on the SDGs from an international perspective (the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network placed Canada 

McArthur highlighted several additional points in a 
presentation to the November 2017 Generation SDG Advisory 
Workshop contributors. While none of the 18 indicators 
where Canada is losing ground were themselves surprising, 

for Canadians. Many of these categories involve indicators 
where Canada has achieved near-universality (eg: access 
to clean water), but is falling behind from this position of 
relative strength. 

He also described the research as solely a methodological 
exercise to identify the numerous data gaps that currently 

to measuring the various indicators at the sub-national level, 
an essential step for incorporating the principle of equity into 
Canada’s SDG approach.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Communities and civil society have the potential to develop 
and advance innovative solutions to local, national and global 
SDG challenges and do not need to wait for senior levels of 

and will organize themselves, forge partnerships and develop 

enabling conditions do not exist for communities to succeed.

1.  Accept communities and civil society as change agents, 
equal and valued partners and essential contributors to 
achieving the SDGs. Recognize the ability of First Nations, 
Métis and Inuit communities to act on their own behalf and to 
determine their own paths forward.

and engaged in genuine dialogue on problems and 
solutions, not just top-down (and often rapid) 
consultations.

•        Conversations with diverse groups of people and sectors 

when given the time and space they deserve and take 
place, in some cases, in an appropriate neutral space.

 
2.  Issue a national call to action and communicate a national 
strategy for achieving the SDGs.

accompanied by information, knowledge sharing, 
monitoring and evaluation systems. 

3.  Create the conditions for local communities and civil society 
organizations to succeed.
•         Assist local communities to appropriately organize and 

consult, including capacity-building for local leaders in 
how to work with Indigenous communities and/or with 
other diverse groups.

•        Consider communicating successful campaigns like the 

more accessible to under-resourced communities.

4.  Reinvigorate 1,200+ existing Integrated Community 
Sustainability Plans (ICSPs) that were facilitated by 
Infrastructure Canada.
•         Incentivize communities to revise and reboot their ICSPs 

to align with the SDGs.

and engagement approaches outlined in this document 
into the process.

5.  Unlock the potential of philanthropic capital using the 
upcoming (Spring 2018) recommendations from Employment 
and Social Development Canada’s Social Innovation and Social 
Finance Strategy Co-Creation Steering Group regarding:
•        Building the skills and capacity of communities (and 

government) to achieve positive change through social 

•        Ensuring federal law, regulations and policies facilitate 

•        Accessing the necessary capital and extend the reach and 
impact of social innovation ventures.

 
6.  Ensure that Tri-Council research funding and ethical 
guidelines track to the SDGs
•         Include questions on funding applications that align 

research to the SDGs and their targets
•        Re-evaluate the Tri-Council Policy Statement: Ethical 

Conduct for Research Involving Humans (TCPS 2), 
particularly Chapter 9 on Research Involving the First 
Nations, Métis and Inuit Peoples of Canada to co-develop 
best practices for engagement, participation and 
ownership of data of/by these communities.

3
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Two relevant reports by the British Columbia Council for 
International Cooperation (BCCIC) combine benchmarking 

Where Canada Stands: A Sustainable Development  
Goals Progress Report3

SDGs that were under review at the 2017 United Nations High-
level Political Forum (HLPF) : 1, 2, 3, 5, 9, 14 and 17. Findings 
were collected through a mixture of national data analysis 
and interviews with 15 Canadian civil society leaders in a 

Published in July 2017, the report applauds recent actions 
taken at the federal level to integrate the SDG framework 
into a broader Canadian agenda for achieving the global 

International Assistance Policy, the Federal Sustainable 
Development Strategy and Canada’s National Food Policy as 
examples of this leadership.

recommendations, BCCIC repeatedly urges all levels of 
government to shape policy-making around the principles of 
equity and inclusiveness. Most notably, the report calls for an 
expansion of measurement tools to capture a more holistic 
picture of progress on sustainable development across Canada.

Additional quantitative indicators should be added to  
include marginalized groups left out of the original SDGs, 

suggests a series of qualitative indicators that help to capture 
diverse experiences. Similar to the Brookings working paper, 

community level to ensure the country’s geographic and 
demographic diversity be properly accounted for.

Further resources should be allocated to gather data on 
First Nations, Inuit, and Métis communities throughout the 
country, particularly those located in more remote locations. 
Tied into this would be new indicators monitoring progress on 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Action4 
and the UN’s Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP).5

Keeping Score: UN Sustainable Development Goals6

Each of the 17 SDGs is broken down into four components: 
the local, national and international context for Canada, 
an attempt to quantify how the country is performing 
on the SDG, the country’s potential and a series of policy 
recommendations. 

remains more relevant than ever for its detailed list of policy 
prescriptions. Of particular note in both BCCIC reports is the 
strong focus on Goal 17: Partnerships for the goals. In Keeping 
Score, BCCIC makes a special plea to include youth when 
developing, overseeing and monitoring the implementation of 

that WGSI will build upon during the Generation SDG Summit.

WHAT DO COMMUNITIES 
NEED TO SUCCESSFULLY 
IMPLEMENT THE SDGS? 

Community ecosystem mapping

A core principle of Agenda 2030 and the SDGs is to “leave no 

in Canada, we must recognize that the systems, institutions 
and practices presently visible in many ecosystems are not 
adequately positioned to identify and engage the whole of our 
communities. Many communities across Canada are currently 
“left behind.” Since the SDGs target 100 per cent of the 
population – all –  the implementation process and desired 
outcome should be inclusive of all communities and their 
members. Our systems are embedded within broader systems 

participation and co-creation of solutions extremely 
challenging.

Community ecosystem mapping is a tool to recognize the 
strengths and challenges of addressing the SDGs within 
communities, as well as who is being heard and who is not. 
Mapping a community ecosystem of initiatives, and 
continually developing and expanding it, enables connections 
among initiatives and recognizes expertise within communities 
to address their most pressing needs. Communities can 
identify the drivers and roles that are already present in their 
communities that enable positive action to be valued and 

understanding challenges for achieving collective goals while 
identifying whose voices are missing. 

ecosystem, including the players within it and any strategies 
and actions required to work toward the SDGs. Enhancing this 
kind of community ecosystem mapping can be done through 
inclusive and participatory dialogue, mutual learning and 
knowledge sharing, and the use of context-based mapping 

frameworks.

The following points provide guidance to engage in a 
meaningful and inclusive community ecosystem mapping 
process in the complex context of SDGs:

1.  Create opportunities for meaningful intergenerational, 
intercultural, cross-sectoral and interdisciplinary dialogue, 
knowledge sharing and exchange, while recognizing groups 
who have not been engaged before.

2.  Ensure Canada’s SDGs initiatives recognize, reflect and 
begin with the Nation to Nation partnerships between First 
Nations, Métis and Inuit and the Government of Canada.

3.  Identify and share models for more inclusive, participatory, 
and decolonized ecosystem convening, community dialogue, 
and ecosystem mapping processes as well as pathways for 
disseminating that information. 

4.  Develop open tools, resources, data and methodological 
frameworks to support and enhance locally-defined processes 
for ecosystem mapping (or counter-mapping, where the 
non-dominant group is able to formulate an ecosystem map 
through their worldview and priorities). 

5.  Make available sustainable, long-term funding for 
convening and community dialogue, knowledge sharing and 
community ecosystem mapping processes. This funding 
should have accessible application and reporting structures, 
be rooted in community decision-making and have minimal 
conditions.
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the federal government has expressed a growing interest  
in addressing many of the issues holding Canada back  
from reaching its 2030 SDG targets. Both domestic and 
foreign policy initiatives have attempted – with varied 
degrees of success – to integrate the SDGs into the  
decision-making process.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, in a speech to the UN 
General Assembly last September, explicitly endorsed the 
SDGs. “You see, the Sustainable Development Goals are as 
meaningful in Canada as they are everywhere else in the 
world, and we are committed to implementing them at  
home while we also work with our international partners  
to achieve them around the world.”7

What is needed is the creation of a Canada-wide network 
focused on the SDGs, able to break through disciplinary silos 
and be replicated or scaled throughout the country. Indicators 
are beginning to emerge at the community level, including 
work being conducted by the International Institute for 
Sustainable Development (IISD) and other partners.8

A sub-national framework would be a critical tool of this 
network, allowing for resource sharing and the creation  
and monitoring of comparable datasets. A common front 
creates the opportunity to cut through the noise at the 
federal level, which is already busy enacting a complex  
and ambitious policy agenda, to enable provincial and 
municipal agendas. Canada rarely convenes the three 

levels of government together, but will need to in order  
to tackle such systemic issues.

Civil society will play a vital role ensuring that there is 
enough public support and momentum regarding the 
SDGs to overcome less-favourable political and economic 
environments down the road. Yet awareness of the SDGs 
among the general public remains limited, further hamstrung 

An Abacus survey commissioned by the United Nations 
Association in Canada (UNAC) in 2017 concluded that only 
11 per cent of Canadian adults were aware of the SDGs. 
Broad support was expressed once the goals were explained 
to the respondents, including 72 per cent who thought 
they were achievable.9 Similarly, public consultations by 
the BCCIC concluded that the SDGs provided a “common 
language” for connecting local issues to larger issues facing 
both British Columbia and Canada.10

incredible opportunity for media partnerships to help place 

Other jurisdictions have taken this approach – including 
a recent audit conducted on the Netherlands’ level of SDG 
preparedness, which used the education curriculum as a 

 
of the goals.11

IMPROVE, INCLUDE, 
ADAPT & INNOVATE

SHARE INSPIRE

IDENTIFYACT

DISRUPTIONREJECT

Community planning 

framework that incentivizes and inspires communities to 
align with the SDGs while providing them with the 
leverage and opportunities to freely create, act, monitor, 
measure and share their SDG experiences.

enable holistic wellbeing at the individual, community 
and environmental levels. 

1.  Inspire
the way in which they align themselves with the SDGs and 
take action to advance their own sustainability vision.

2.  Identify – help enable communities to identify how 
their plans/actions already connect with SDGs and where 
further action is needed.

3.  Act – provide communities with the tools and 
resources necessary to act on the SDGs, particularly 
through fostering stronger engagement and long-term 

-
cy and accountability, between diverse groups (e.g. 
youth, Indigenous stakeholders, professional 
associations, citizens, levels of government).

 

4.  Share – provide necessary resources and enable 

report and meaningfully share their SDG progress within 
and between communities (scaling progress up to the 

the sharing of knowledge and expertise. Communities 
should also have the opportunity to maintain ownership 
over data and other resources pertaining to their needs.

5.  Reject
rescaling and reinventing approaches and solutions to 
pursuing the SDGs by embracing transformative change 
and disruption, a way of productively interrupting 
“business as usual” for the purpose of change, within 
existing systems.

national-level processes and conditions which can better 
foster and support community-led SDG progress at local 

ability to revisit and change direction of community 
planning is absolutely essential for ensuring the longevity 
of community-driven SDG approaches and appropriate 
channels of accountability.
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align with the SDGs while providing them with the 
leverage and opportunities to freely create, act, monitor, 
measure and share their SDG experiences.

enable holistic wellbeing at the individual, community 
and environmental levels. 

1.  Inspire
the way in which they align themselves with the SDGs and 
take action to advance their own sustainability vision.

2.  Identify – help enable communities to identify how 
their plans/actions already connect with SDGs and where 
further action is needed.

3.  Act – provide communities with the tools and 
resources necessary to act on the SDGs, particularly 
through fostering stronger engagement and long-term 

-
cy and accountability, between diverse groups (e.g. 
youth, Indigenous stakeholders, professional 
associations, citizens, levels of government).

 

4.  Share – provide necessary resources and enable 

report and meaningfully share their SDG progress within 
and between communities (scaling progress up to the 

the sharing of knowledge and expertise. Communities 
should also have the opportunity to maintain ownership 
over data and other resources pertaining to their needs.

5.  Reject
rescaling and reinventing approaches and solutions to 
pursuing the SDGs by embracing transformative change 
and disruption, a way of productively interrupting 
“business as usual” for the purpose of change, within 
existing systems.

national-level processes and conditions which can better 
foster and support community-led SDG progress at local 

ability to revisit and change direction of community 
planning is absolutely essential for ensuring the longevity 
of community-driven SDG approaches and appropriate 
channels of accountability.
 

IMPROVE, INCLUDE, 
ADAPT & INNOVATE

SHARE INSPIRE

IDENTIFYACT

DISRUPTIONREJECT
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A

4   First Nation Information Governance Centre. (n.d.). The First Nations Principles of OCAP®. Retrieved from: http://fnigc.ca/ocap.html
* Note that OCAP® is an expression of First Nations jurisdiction over information about their communities and its community members. 

Elevating strategic research opportunities

• ,  
the only agriculture and agri-food proposal chosen in 
February 2018 under the Federal government’s Innovation 
Superclusters Initiative, aims to turn the Canadian 
prairies into one of the top sources of carbon-neutral plant 
proteins and other food ingredients.12 One unresolved 
concern with the supercluster model is whether this  
is the best structure for bridging the “commerce paradigm” 
and successfully commercializing numerous projects  
that have both positive economic and societal impacts.13

• Food, Agriculture, Biodiversity, Land, and Energy 
(FABLE) is an international initiative to develop consistent 
global and national pathways towards sustainable land 
use and food systems by 2050. From FABLE’s perspective, 
success hinges on establishing “a shared understanding 
of how to meet the integrated objectives of preserving 
biodiversity, achieving net negative emissions from land 

sustainable agriculture.”14

  Led by the Sustainable Development Solutions Network 
(SDSN), the International Institute for Applied Systems 
Analysis and the EAT Foundation, FABLE is working to 
knit together a global network of relevant research 

   
institutions to address three major shortcomings with 
the current approaches: a lack of shared global targets 
and roadmaps ahead, poor translation of these targets to 
the national level and an inability to distinguish between 
short-term strategies and longer-term pathways.

• Global Water Futures program based out of the 
University of Saskatchewan also holds much promise, 

Excellence Fund.15 It is dedicated to becoming a global 
leader in water science for the world’s cold regions, a 
partner of choice for transdisciplinary water research and 
a provider for Canada and the world of strategic tools to 
manage water futures. 

• 
was recently selected as the host of the SDSN National 
Network for Canada

research, collaborate with United Nations agencies, civil 
society, the private sector, and other post-secondary 
institutions to help promote integrated approaches to 
sustainable development both domestically and abroad.

Accountability for progress

achieving the SDGs at the heart of the process, with progress 

demonstrates ways that communities can foster respect, 
promote individual and collective responsibility, build 
relationships within and between communities and/or other 

reciprocity.  

Ultimately, the purpose of this framework is to promote 
broader accountability (of communities, to communities) for 
making progress on the SDGs. Ideally, the Cycle starts with 
community-driven solutions and community measures of 
success, identifying and evaluating progress, and observing 

in turn, engage more community members in the process who 
see value in being part of the community.

to and for the community may be determined by the following 
enabling conditions:

•  Radical transparency – Frequent and publicly-accessible 
reporting on progress gaps and failures, pursued in a manner 
that moves well beyond simple compliance.

•  
government – providing greater predictability and clarity of 
roles and responsibilities to a community.

•  Open and accessible data – shared at the national, provincial 
and local level and may serve as a point of integration between 
community ecosystem mapping, planning and accountability. 

Access and Possession)  – standards for how First Nations data 
should be collected, protected, used, or shared – should be 
adhered to do when working with First Nations data.   *
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•  A change in the constitutional status of municipalities and 
Indigenous authorities – re-allocating roles, responsibilities, 
authority, decision-making and taxation powers.
Improving relationships between Indigenous communities and 
government – includes the degree of implementation of the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to 
Action.

•  Alignment with local priorities – through a bottom-up, 
asset-based, community-driven and solutions-focused 
approach in which government policies provide a direction 
within the broad framework of the SDGs, but local priorities 
and needs determine the response.

•  Responsive funding – the degree to which funders allow their 
programs to respond to community priorities and measures of 
success rather than funder-directed outcomes.

•  Independent, investigative, critical yet open local media 

reinforce polarization. 

accessible mechanisms that facilitate 
meaningful (informed, timely, iterative, responsive) 
community engagement.

4
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Mobilizing the necessary nancial resources

An additional $5-7 trillion (U.S.) increase in annual 
expenditures will be required for the world to reach their 
2030 targets, according to estimates by the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).16 
Determining the overall increase of funding needed for 

redirection of existing expenditures, as well as new sources  
of funding. 

According to recent (2014-2016) data compiled by Global 
Canada, Canada ranks last among its global peers in national 
income committed to international security and assistance 
programs.17

current overseas development assistance (ODA) policy, a 
process that has already begun through Canada’s Feminist 
International Assistance Policy and other initiatives. An 
increase in Canada’s ODA ought to be carefully considered, 
with the potential to accelerate sustainable development 
across the globe. 

Domestic expenditures at all three levels of government 
will need to be reviewed, with long-term funding increases 

should not be considered as the only major source of 
investment on the SDGs, as private funding and private 

A 2017 report from the Business and Sustainable Development 
Commission (BSDC) estimates that a renewed focus on the 
SDGs could open up $12 trillion (U.S.) of market opportunities 
in four key economic systems: food and agriculture, cities, 

energy and materials, and health and well-being.18 Some 
Canadian corporations such as Nutrien (formerly Agrium) 
have taken tentative steps to incorporate the SDG framework 
into their long-term business strategy.19 

Institutional investors in Canada such as banks, insurance 
companies and pension funds are beginning to recognize 
the threat posed by climate change,20 but have been slower 

California Public Employees’ Retirement System, with $357 
billion (U.S.) under management, is currently studying the 
possibility of aligning its portfolio with the SDGs.21 While 
none of Canada’s 17,000 pension funds have considered 
similar actions thus far, the potential remains to harness the 
$1.5 trillion they collectively manage.

recent decades could play a role in directing some of this 

of impact investing such as green bonds and social impact 
bonds.22

documents explaining how wealth managers can support the 
SDGs, demonstrating the level of excitement and demand for 
further action in this space.23

Governments have a vital role to play in encouraging private 
capital to help address the SDGs here in Canada, namely 
by ensuring long-term stability through regulatory signals 
and funding commitments. For example, regulators in 
other jurisdictions around the world have begun to require 
mandatory carbon disclosure for all publicly-listed companies 
on stock exchanges.24

Partnerships for implementation

multiple and interacting scales, scopes and levels of 

coordination between and across sectors and communi-

problems. Further, shared responsibilities and a common 

engaging partnerships if we are to be successful. 

highlights a global understanding that partnerships are 
key to the success of the SDGs as a whole. Partnerships 
are one way that the spaces between the SDGs can be 
bridged, and stakeholders mobilized.

A successful partnership framework contains three 
aspects, seen as sequential stages: 

1.  Intent of partnerships – Canada needs more 
partnerships that heal, unify, catalyze and transform. 
Building trust is a key component of partnerships both 
prior to and as a result of partnership creation.

2.  Adaptive framework and enabling conditions – the 
adaptive framework incorporates enabling conditions 
grouped into phases of partnership creation and activity 
(Connect, Vision, Design, Act)  that iteratively progress 
towards achieving success in implementing SDGs and/or 
achieving targets within them.
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5 Federation of Canadian Municipalities. (2015). Our tookit and more resources. 
Retrieved from: https://fcm.ca/home/programs/community-economic-development-initiative/our-toolkit-and-more-resources.htm
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Using the right lenses

After debating how to catalyze action on the SDGs without 
breaking them up individually, the group eventually settled 

interconnectedness within the goals, and are specially 
tailored to the Canadian context.

1. Catalytic – unlocking potential
2.  Urgent and intersectional – leaving no one behind, 

existential risks
3.  Global impact – coastlines, freshwater, other areas  

where Canada holds disproportionate burden
4.  Canada as a global exemplar – SDGs 5, 8, 9, 11 – 

example-driven dialogue25

Concurrent events

A number of key institutions throughout Canadian civil 
society were busy grappling with these same questions, and 
held SDG-related events around the same time: 

• Alberta Council For Global Cooperation (ACGC)’s  
multi-stakeholder SDG Symposium Together 2017 
(October 23–24, 2017)26

• Alliance 2030 (formerly Alliance 150), Canadian 
Council for International Cooperation and Community 

national conversation on Canada and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (June 27, 2017, November 17, 2017  
and March 23, 2018) 27

• Future of Good’s two day gathering (November 29–30, 
2017) exploring how the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals can serve as a framework for how to “do good well  
in the 21st century.”28

f
orward by convening broad discussions between a series 

of disparate stakeholders, including representatives from t
he WGSI. Together 2017, for example, involved high levels of 

t
he private sector. 

B
oth WGSI’s Advisory Workshop and the upcoming 

Generation SDG Summit look to add value to this ongoing c
onversation though smaller gatherings, meant to provide 

p
artnership building.

S
upporting public discourse

WGSI supports public engagement and journalistic i
nvestigations to improve public discourse in our focus areas.

A new SDG collaboration between Discourse Media and WGSI 
was unveiled at the Advisory Workshop.29 Discourse is a media c

ompany dedicated to in-depth reporting on complex issues f
acing Canada and the world. WGSI is contributing funding to s
upport Discourse Media’s emerging sustainable development 

Canada’s commitment and contributions to the global SDGs.
E

ducational public service broadcaster TVO was also a
nnounced as a media partner during the Advisory Workshop, beginning with a panel discussion of Canada and the 

Sustainable Development Goals that aired on November 15, 
2017.30 TVO will continue to air programming addressing the 
SDGs over the next 12 months, with a particular focus around 

3.  Partnership goals – raising awareness, educating and/or 
building informational capacity for the purpose of imple-
menting the SDGs; implementing actions to achieve targets 

ing
champions and modeling or exemplifying desired 
behaviours and actions; and monitoring, assessing and 

goals are not necessarily linear/sequential but can be in 
some contexts.

How important is it that people and organizations specify or 
acknowledge that the work they are doing addresses or aligns 

initiatives that strive to educate or make others more aware 
of SDG implementation. However, where education/
awareness of SDGs is not a mandate, goal or objective of an 
initiative, framing under the SDGs is secondary. Having 
partnerships that support excellent work that align with 
targets under the SDGs is more important than reframing the 
motivation or context behind that work.

Stimulating innovation

are a compendium of the world’s most intractable problems, 
and addressing them will require a series of breakthrough 
innovations that weave among the individual goals. 
Innovation often occurs in cycles – Alignment, Lab, Pilot, 
Programming, Replication, Evaluation – that can be adapted 
to align well with the SDGs. 

Some of the biggest challenges to successfully fostering 
innovation include multiple scales of accountability, 
resistance to failure, scoping SDG-related innovation and 
optimal use of technology to streamline processes. To help 
avoid some of these pitfalls, early conditions for successful 
SDG-driven innovation could include these strategies:

•  Asset-based – no community is the same, each has their 
own unique characteristics. Strategies for enabling, capturing 
and propelling innovation should stem from the community 
itself, through inclusive engagement. 

•  Co-creation – the empowerment of diverse and fully 
representative stakeholders who collectively and coopera-
tively design solutions is necessary for success.

•  Evidence-based discovery – innovation is not about 
re-inventing the wheel. It should seek to leverage the wealth 
of existing knowledge and evidence around what works (e.g., 
historical, traditional, empirical), through data capture, 
analysis, and sharing best practices across sectors and 
communities. 

•  Supported experimentation – innovation requires that 
individuals, organizations, and ecosystems have the supports 
and knowledge they need in order to generate ideas, test 
potential solutions, and learn from their experiments. An 
enabling view of “success” focuses on the value we can 
extract from experiential learning, rather than considering 
only “pass or fail” outcomes.

•  Holistic integration – innovation on the SDGs requires 
integration across scales, systems, services and facilities, 
sectors, social relations and behaviours. Holistic approaches 

models, and partnership that need to be supported by 
integrated governance models. 
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This Communiqué is meant to capture some of the preliminary thoughts emerging from the 
Generation SDG Summit. Over the next few months we will be consolidating our progress into 
a more comprehensive Blueprint document, in particular delving into the many policy recommendations 
that emerged. Less than 12 years remain to achieve the targets set out by Agenda 2030, necessitating 
immediate action. 

Mobilizing Canadian society by building stronger and more equitable communities will not only help us 
achieve these targets, it can provide a long-term vision for Canada and its people.  

We look forward to the many opportunities that are sure to arise, including potential partnership 
opportunities with the rich ecosystem mobilizing around the SDGs in Canada.
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